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R4 BUFFON'S
greater than the quantity which the Po furs
nishes; but as 26 rivers equal to the Po furs
nish a cubical mile of water to the sea in a
day, of course 1874 rivers like the Po would
supply the sea with 26,308 cubical miles of
water 1n a year, and that in the space of 812
years all the rivers would supply the sea with
21,372,626 cubical miles of water; that is to
say, as much as there is in the ocean, and
therefore 812 years is only required to fill
it*

The result of this calculation is, that the
quantity of water evaporated from the sea, and
which the winds convey on the earth, is about
245 lines, or from 20 to 21 inches a year, or
about two thirds of a line each day: this is a
very trifling evaporation even when trebled, in
order to estimate the water which refalls in the
sea, and which is not conveyed over the earth.
Mr. Halley, in the Phil. Transactions, page
192, evidently shews, that the vapours which
rise above the sea, and which the winds convey
over all the earth, are sufficient to supply all the
rivers in the world.
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* See Keil’s Examination of Burnet’s Theory, page
126, ; |
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