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Next to the Nile the river Jordan is the most

considerable in the 'Levant, or even in Bar

bary; it supplies the Dead Sea with about

six million tons of water every day; all this

water, and more, is raised by evaporation; for,

according to Halley's calculation of 6914 tons

evaporated from each mile, the Dead Sea,

which is 72 miles in length by 18 broad, must

every day lose near nine million tons of water,

that is, not only all the water it receives from

the river Jordan, but also that of the small ri

vers which come into it from the mountains

of Moab and elsewhere; consequently, there is

no necessity for its communicating with any

other sea by subterraneous canals.*

The most rapid rivers are the Tigris, the

Indus, the Danube, the Yrtis, in Siberia, the

Malmistra, in Silesia, &c. but, as we have al

ready observed, the proportion of the rapidity

of rivers depends upon the declivity and upon

the weight and quantity of water; by examin

ing the globe, we shall find that the Danube is

much less inclined than the Po, the Rhine)-or

the Rhone, for the Danube has a much longer

course than any of these other rivers, and falls

into the Black Sea, which is higher than the
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* See Shaw's Travels; vol. ii, page 71,
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