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are' obliged to come up again much sconer
than when they descended to only a moderate
one. It appeared to me that the weight of the
water might be as much the cause of compelling
them to shorten their usual time as the intense-
‘ness of the cold, when they descend to a depth
of 3 or 400 fathoms; but, in fact, divers scarcely
ever descend above an hundred feet. The same
author relates, that in a voyage to the East-In-
dies, beyond the line, at about 35 degrees south
latitude, a sounding lead of 30 or 35lb weight
was sunk to the depth of 400 fathoms, and that
being pulled up again, it had become as cold as
ice. It isalso a frequent practice with mariners
to cool their wine at sea by sinking their bottles
to the depth of several fathoms, and they affirm
the deeper the bottles are sunk, the cooler is the

wine.
These circumstances might induce us to pre-

sume that the sea issalter at the bottom than at
the surfacej but we have testimonies which
prove the ccatrary, founded on experiments
made to fill vessels with sea water, which were
not opened till they were sunk to a certain
depth, and the water was found to be no salter
than at the surface. There are even some places

where the water at the surface is salt, and that
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