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NATURAL HISTORY. 328

in its middle, it is divided by a very narrow
island, about half a quarter of a league long. It
1s true these two parts join again ; that which
was on my side, and of which I could only have
a side view, has several projecting points, but
that which I beheld in front, appeared to be
perfectly even.” "The Baron has also mentioned
a torrent, which, if not the offspring of his own
invention, must fall into some channel upon the
melting of the snow.

There 1s another cataract three miles from.
Albany, in the province of New-York, whose
height is 5o feet perpendicular, and from which
there arises a mist that occasions a faint rain-
bow.*

In all countries where mankind are not suf-
ficiently numerous to form polished societies,
the ground is more irregular, and the beds of
rivers more extended, less equal, and often
abound with cataracts. Many ages were re-
quired to render the Rhone and the Loire na-
vigable. It is by confining waters, by directing
their course, and by cleansing the bottom of
rivers, that they obtain a fixed and régular
course ; in all countries thinly inhabited Na-
ture is rude, and often deformed.

There

* Phil, Trans. vol, vi. part ii, page 19.
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