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| The vessels which go to Spitzbergen for the
whale fishery, arrive there early in the month
of July, and take their departure from it about
the 15th of August, the ice preventing them
from entering the sea earlier, or quiting it after.
Prodigious pieces of ice, 60, %0, and 8o fathoms
thick are seen there, and there are some parts
of it where the sea appears frozen to the very
bottom™*: this ice, which is so- high above the
level of the sea, is as clear and transparent as
glass.

There is also much ice in the seas of North
America, as in Ascension Bay, in the Straits of
Hudson, Cumberland, Davis, Forbishers, &¢.
Robert Lade asserts that the mountains of
Friezeland are entirely covered with snow, and
its coasts with ice, like a bulwark, which pre-
vents any approaching them. ¢ It is, says he,
very remarkable, that in this sea we meet with
islands of ice more than half a mile round,
extremely high, and 70 or 8o fathoms deep;
this ice, which is sweet, is perhaps formed n
the rivers or straits of the neighbouring lands,
voL. I. Uu &e.

* In contradiction to this idea it is now a generally receiv-
ed opinion, that the mountains of ice in the North and South
Seas arc exactly the same depth under as they are height

above the surface of the water,
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