
BUFFON'S

and considered as a very singular phenomenon,

that its top was covered with earth, and they

found near 40 eggs thereon. The colour was

not the common colour of ice, but a fine sky

blue. Those who were on it had various con

jectures from this circumstance, some contend

ing it was an effect of the ice, while others

maintained it to be a mass of frozen earth.' It

was about eighteen fathoms under water, and

ten above."

Wafer relates, that near Terra del Fuegá he

met with many high floating pieces ofice, which

he at first mistook for islands. Some appeared

a mile or two in length, and the largest not less

than 4 or 500 feet above the water.

All this ice, as I have observed in the sixth ar

ticle, was brought thither by the rivers; the ice

in the sea of Nova Zembla, and the Straits of

Waigat come from the Oby, and perhaps from

Jenisca, and other great rivers of Siberia and

Tartary; that in Hudson's Straits, from Ascen

sion Bay, into which many of the North Ame

rican rivers fall; that ofTerra del Fuega, from

the southern continent. If there are less on

the North coasts of Lapland, than on those of

Siberia, and the Straits of Waigat, it is because

all
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