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v1 PREFACE.

It would have been singuar if, on
such a subject, a number of authors had
not submitted the produce of their ob-
servations and labour ; many have writ-
ten upon Natural Philosophy, but the
Comte de Burron stands eminently dis-
tinguished among them; he has enter-
ed into a minute investigation, and
drawn numberless facts from unwearied
observations far beyond any other, and
this he has accomplished in a style fully
accordant with the importance of his
subject. Ray, Linnzus, Rheaumur, and
other of his cotemporaries, deserve
much credit for their classing of animals,
vegetables, &c. but it was Burron
alone who entered into a description
of their nature, habits, uses, and pro-
perties. In his Theory of the Earth
he has displayed a wonderful ingenuity,
and shewn the general order of Nature
with a masterly hand, although he may
be subject to some objections for pre-

ferring physical reasonings on general
causes,
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