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BUFFON’S
NATURAL HISTORY.

OF 1HE DEGENERATION OF ANIMALS.
—
THE deer-kind whose horns are a sort of
wood, and of a solid texture, although ru-
minating, and internally formed like those
whose horns are hollow and porous, secm to
form a scparate family, in which the elk is the
trunk, and therein-deer, stag, axis, fallow-deer,
and roe-buck, are the lesser and coilateral
branches; for there are only six species of ani-
mals whose heads are armed with branched
horns that fall off and arerenewed every year.
Independently of this generic character, they
resemble each other still more in formation and
natural habitude ; we should, therefore, sooner
expect mulesfrom the stagor fallow-deer, join-
ed with the rein-deer or the axis, than from a
union of the stag with the cow
We mightbe still better authorised to regard
all the different kinds of sheep and goats as
composing but one family, since they produce
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