
NATUUATJ HISTORY.

as the females of the two latter would never

suffer the approaches of the dog. The domes

tic state seems to render animals less faithful to

their species : It gives them also a greater de

gree ofheat and fecundity, fol' the bitch gener

ally produces twice a .year, while the females

of the wolf and fox litter only once; and it

is to be presumed, that those clogs which have

been left in desert countries, and which have

so greatly multiplied in the island ofJuanFer

nandes, and in the mnimtains of St. Domingo

&c. produce only once a year, like the wolfanci'

the fox. rJlhis circumstance, if it were proved

to be the fact, would fully establish the unit y

of gemis in these three animals, which reseni

ble each other in conformation so strongly as

to oblige us to attrib4lte their repugnance t

some external circumstances.

The dog seems to be the intermediate spe

cies between the fox and the wolf. The an

cients have stated, that the dog, iti sOrnd coun

tries, and under particular circumstances, en

genders with the wolf and fox. I was desir

ous of verifying this assertion, and although I

did not sffccèed in the trials I made, yet w

must not conclude that it is Impossible, 'for

my experiments were with captive tniruaIs;

and it is known that in some species catiity

alone is sufficient to extinguish desire, and ic
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