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give them a repugnance to copulation, even

with their own kind; consequently they would

still more refuse to unite with individuals of

another species: but I am persuaded, that

when in a state of freedom, and deprived of

his own female, the dor would unite with the

wolf and fox, particularly if he had become

wild, lost his domestic cast, and approached

the maiiner and natural habits of these animals.

The foxand wolf, however, never unite, though

they live in the same climate and country, but

support their species pure and unmixed; we

must, therefore, suppose a more ancient de.!.

generation than history has recorded, if they

ever belonged to one species; it was for

this reason I asserted that, the dog was an

intermediate species between the fox and

wolf; and his species is also common, since.

it can unite with both: arid if any thing

could shew that they all three originally

sprang from the same stock, it is this common

affinity between the dog, the fox, and the wolf,

and which seems to bring their species nearer

than all the conformities in their figures and

organization. To reduce the fox and wolf",.

therefore, into one species.,we must return to a

state of nature very ancient indeed; but in.

their present condition,, we must look upon

the
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