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~ATURAL HISTORY. 5

the wolf and fox as the chief trunks in the ge-
nus of the five animals. Thedog, the jackal,
and the isatis, are only lateral Dbranches
placed between the two first 5 the jackal par-
ticipates of the dog and wolf, and the isatis of
the jackal and fox. From a great number of
testimonies it appears that the jackal and the
dog cngender easily together ; and it is ob-
servable, from the description and history of.
the isatis, that it almost entirely resembles the
fox in its form and temperament, that they
are cqually found in cold countries, but that,
at the same time, it inclines to the jackal in its
disposition, continual Dbarking, clamorous.
voice, and the habit of always going in packs.
Theshepherd’sdog, whichi I have considered
as the original stock of every other dog, is, at
the same time, that which approaches nearest
in figure to the fox. Heis of the same size,
and, like the fox, he has erect cars, a pointed
muzzle, and a strait trailing tail. He also ap-
proaches the fox in voice, sagacity, and in- .
stinct. The dog, therefore, may originally
have heen the issue of the fox, if not in a di-
rect, at least in a collateral line.  The dog, -
which Aristotle calls canis-laconicus, and
which he affirms to have procecded from an -
union of the fox and dog, might, possibly, be -
the
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