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NATURAL HISTORY. 7

duced underevery shape, and toassume various
natures ; thelion and the tiger, being detached
speeies, rank in the first line ; all the others, as.
the panther, the ounce, the leopard, thelynx,
the caracal, the jaguar, the cougar, the occ-
Jot, the serval, tlie margai, and the cat, com-
pose only one cruel family, whose different
branches are more or less extended and diver-
sified according to the difference of climate.
All these animals resemble each other in nata-
ral dispositions,although they are very differ-
ent with respect to size and figure. They all
have sparkling eyes, short muzzles, and'sharp,
craooked,."and retractile claws. They are all.
destructive, ferocious, and untameable. The:
cat, which is the last and the least species, al-
though reduced toslavery, continuesits fero--
city, and is no less perfidious. The wild cat
has preserved the character of the family, and.
is as cruel and mischievous as any of his lar-
gerkindred, Theyare allequally carnivorons,
and enemies (o other animals. Man, with ali
his artand power, has not been able to annihi-
late them : fire, steel, poison, pils, and every
method has been used against them withous.-
alfaining that point.  As the individuals are
very prolific, and the species numerous, the
efforts of man bave been limited to keeping
theni at a distance, and confining them in the.
o deserts
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