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S BUFFroN’s

deserts, whencethey never sally withoutspread«
ing terror, and making great depredations. A
single tiger issuing from the forest is sufficient
to alarm a multitude of people, and oblige
them to {ake up arms. What then would be
the consequence if these sanguinary animals
came in numbers, like wolves or jackals, to
commit their depredations? Nature has given
this instinct to timid animals, but fortunately
denied it to the bold tribes ; they go singly,
and depend upon their courage and strength
for their safety and support. Aristotle observ-
ed, and justly remarked, that of all animals
furnished with talons not any of them are
sociable, or go together in troops.* This ob-
servation, which was then confined to four or
five species only, being all that were known
in his time, is exterided and verified over ten
or twelve other species since discovered. Other
carnivorous animals, such as the wolf, the
fox, the dog, the jackal, and the isatis, whese
claws are straight, go mostly in troops, and
are all timid, and even cowardly.

By thus comparing every quadruped, and
ranking each with its proper genus, we shall
find, that the two hundred species of which we

‘ have

* Nullum animal cui ungues adunci, gregatile esse per-
pendimus. Arist, Hist. Anim, Lib. i. Cap. 1.
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