L L T

http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

20 BUFFON’S

for these animals have nearly the same form,
as well externally as internally, and also have,
many thingsin common in their natural habits
and dispositions. It is the same with respect to
the makis, none of which are found in Ame-
rica, yct they seem to be represented (here by
ihe opossums, or four-handed. animals, with
pointed muzzles, which are found in great
nuwbers in the New Continent, but exist not
in the Old. We must, however, observe, thit
there is much more difference between the
naturc and the form of the makis, and of these
four-handed American animals, than between
the monkeys and the sapajous ; and that there
is so great a distance between the opossums and
the maki that we cannot forman idea that the
one cver proceeded from theother, withoutsap-
posing that degeneration can produce effects
equal to those of a new nature ; for the greatest
number of these American four-handed ani-
mals have a pouch under the belly, ten incisive
tecth ineach jaw, and a prehensile tail ; whereas
the maki has a flaccid tail, no pouch under the
belly, and only four incisive teeth in the upper
Jaw, and six in the lower ; therefore, though
all these animals have hands and fingers of the
same form, and also resemble each other in the
clongation of the muzzle, yet their species,
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