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NATURAL HISTORY. 21

and cven their genera, are so different, that e
cannot imagine them to. be one and the same
issue, or that such great and general disparities

have cver been produced by degeneration.
On the other hand, the figers of America,
which we have indicated by the names of ja-
guars, couguars, occlots, and margais, though
different in species from the panthcr, leopard,
cince, guepard, and serval, of the Old Con-
tinent, are, nevertheless, of the same genera,
Allthese animals greatly resemble cach other,
both, externally and internally ; they have
alsothe samenatural dispositions, the same fe-
rocity, the same vehement thirst forblood, and
what approximates them still nearer in genus,
those which belong tothe same continent difiex
more from cach other than from those of the
other Continent. For instance, the -African
panther differs less. from the Brasilian jaguar
than the latter does from the couguar, thongh
they are natives of the same country. 'The
Asiatic serval, and the margai of Guiana, like-
‘wise differ less fromone another than from the
species peculiarto.their own continents. We,
therefore, may: justly supposc, that these ani-
mals had one common origin, and that, having
formerly passed from onc.continent to theother,
their present differences have proceeded only
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