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22 BUFKFON’S

from the long influence of their new situation.
The mouflettes, or stinkards, of America,and
the polecat of Europe, seem to be of the same
aenus.  In general, when a genus is common
o bo!h continents the specics which compose
it are more numerous in the Old than in the
New; but in this instance it is quite the re-
verse, for there are four or five kinds of pole-
cats in America, while we have only one, the
nature of which is inferior to that of all the
rest s so thatthe New World, inits turn, scems
to have representatives in the Old 5 and if we
judged only from the fact,we might think these
animals had taken the oppesite road, and pas-
scd from America to Europe. It is the same
with respect to some other species. 'The roe-
bucks and the fallow-deer, as well as the stink-
ards, are more numerous, larger, and stronger
in the New Continent than in the Old ; ve
might, therefore, imagine them to be original-
Iy natives of America ; but as we cannot doubt
4hat every animal was created in the Old Con-
tinent, we must, consequently, admit of their
‘migration frem the Old to'the New World,
and at the same time suppose, that instead of
having degenerated, like other animals, they
have improved theiroriginal nature by thein-

fluence of the soil and climate.
The
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