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NATURAL IIISTORY. 23

The aut-caters, which are singular animals,
and of which there arethree or four species in
the New World, scem also to have their repre-
sentatives in the Old.  The scaly lizards re-
semble them in the peculiar character of hav-
ing no teetn, and of being obliged to put out
their tongues and feed upon ants ; but if we
would stippose them to have one common ori-
gin, it is strange, that instead of scales, with
which they are covered in Asia, they are cloth-
ed with hair in America.

With respect to the agoutis, pacos, and other
animals of the seventh genus peculiar to the
New Continent, we can only compare them
with the hare and rabbit, from which, how-
ever, they all differ in species. W hat renders
their being of a common origin doubtful is,
the hare being dispersed almost over every
climate of the Old Continent, without having
undergone any other alteration than in the co-
lour of its hair. We cannot, with any founda-
tion, therefore, imagine that the climate of
America has so far changed the nature of our
hares to so great a degree as to make them ta-
petis or apereas, which have no tail ; oragoutis
with pointed muzzles, and short round ears;
or pacos, with a large head, short ears,and a
coarse hair marked with white stripes.
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