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On the 'whole, the. coalis, the armadillos,

and the SlOthS, are so difierent, not only in

specic, but also in genus, from every animal

of the Old \Vorhl, that we cannot compare

them with any one ; it is also impossible to re

fer them to any common origin, or attribuc to

the effects of degeneration the pro(iig!ous dii'

fcrcnces found in their nature from that of

every other animal.

Thus, of ten genera, and four detached

species, to which we have endeavoured to re

duce all the animals peculiar to the New

World, there are only two, the genus of the

jiguars, ocelo, &c. and the species of the

pecan, with Llcir varieties, which can with any

foundation be connected with the animals of

the Old Continent. The jnguars and ocelots

may be regarded as a species of the leopard or

panther, and the pecan as a species of hog.

After these are five genera and one detached

species, namely the species ofthe lama, and the

genera ofsapajous, sagoins, stinkards, agoutis,

and ant-caters,wli ich may be compared ,though
in a very distant and equivocal manner, with

the camel, monkey, polecat, hare, and scaly
lizards. There then remain four genera and

two detached species, namely, the opossunis,
the coatis, the armadillos, the sloths, the tapir,

and
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