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would b absolutely immoveable, and entirely

incapable of receiving the action of aiiotlier.

Attraction being a general anti permanent ef

ftct, Ifl pu ision, which M most bodies is neither

COflStt!t nor fixed, depends on it as a particular

effect; for, if all impulsion were destroyed,

atlractioiz would still equally sit bsisf and act;

it is, therefore, this essential (liflerence which

makes impulsion subordinate to attraction in

all inanimate and purely passive matter.

" But this impulsion depends still more imme-

diat1y, and generally, on the power which pro-

duces heat; for it is principally by the means

of heat, that impuision peneirates organized

bodies; it is by heat that they arc formed,

grow, and (levelope themselves. We may re

fer to attraction alone all the effects of inani

mate matter; and in this same power of atirac

lion, joined to that of heat, every phenomena

of live matter. By live matter I understand

iiot wily every thing that lives, or vegetates,

l)ut also every living organic molecule, dis

persed in the waste or remains of organized
bodies. In it I comprehend also light, heat,

fire, and all matter which appears to be active

in itself. Now this live matter always tends

from the centre to the circumference, whereas

brute or inanimate na(tr tends from the cir

cumference
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