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NATURAL HISTORY. c8

cumference fo the confre. 1 15 an expansive
power which ani .aies the live matfer, and it
is an affractive force fo which the inaninate
matter is obedient.  Alibongh the directions
of these two powers be diametri ully opposite,
vet they balance themselves withouf ever being
destroyed, and from the combination of these
two powers cqually active, all the phenemena
of the universe result.,

Butit may besaid, by reducing all the powers
of Nature to attraction ¢nd expausion, without
giving the cauce of cither, and by rendering
impulsion, (whichis the only force whose cause
is known and demonstrated to our senses) su-
bordinate to both, do you not abandon aclear
idea,; and substitufe two obscure hypotheses in
its place? To this I answer, that as we know
nothing except by comparison, we shall never
have an idea of what general effect will pro-
duce, because such an effect belonging to
every thing, we should be unable to compare
it to any, and consequently there is no hope
of ever knowing the cause or reason why all
matier attracts, although we are sensible such
is the fact.  If, on the contrary, the eficct were
particular, like that of the atfraction of the
loadstone and steel, we might expect to disco-
ver the causc, because it mizht be compared
to other particular effects. To ask why matler
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