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is extended, heavy, and impenetrable, are ill

conceived propositions, and merit not an an

swer; it is the same with respect to every

particular propcrty, when it is essential to the

subject, and we might as well be interrogated

why red is red ? The philosopher becomes a

child when he puts such questions ; and how-

ever much they may be forgiven to the last,

the former ought to exclude them from his

thoughts.

It is sufficient that the forces of attraction

t e1 expansion are two general, real, and fixed

ileCtS, for us to receive hem for causes of par

ticular ones; and impulsion is one of these cf

fccs,whiichi we must not look upon as a general

cause, known and demonstrated by our senses,

since we have proved that this force of impul

sion cannot exist nor act, but by the means of

attraction, which does not fall upon our senses.

Nothing is more evident, nay, certain, than

the communication of motion by impulsion

it is sufficient for one body to strike another to

produce this effl'ct. But even in this sense, is

not the cause of attraction most evident, and

that motion, in all cases, belongs more to at

traction than impulsion ?

The first reduction being made, it might

perhips be possible to adduce a second, aIl(l

(o bring back the power even of expansion to

that
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