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the most subtle of all the elements, is also that

vli icli has the most expansive force. The

sinaIkst molecules ofmatter., the smallest atoms

with w !iich we are acquainted are those of

light, and we are SeIISflJk of their being pefcctiy

clastc, since the angle under which the light is

rcfkctcd, is always equal to that under which it

cnnies \cmay thcreibre iu1r, i hat all the con

St iuivc parts uma tcr ia c: cucral, area perl't-ft

pri' ; anU that this spring uccs all the ef

fects ofthe expansive force, cvcrv time that bo

dies strike by inectirie' in opnositc directions.

\"-e know of no other mcns of producing

fire, but by t ri king or ru I"!) ing bodies togc

luer ; since by u1pnsiug man without any

burninr p'lase and without actual. fire, lie

-will have no other means of producing it ;

for the fire produced by uniting the rays of

light, or by applica ion of fire already pro

duced, had the same origin.

i)aisVe force, therefore, in reality might

be only the re-action of the attractive, a re

action which operates every time that the pri
mitive molecules of matter, always attracted

one by the oilier, happen immediately to

touch; for then it is necessary, that they be

repelled
The fire, which arses from the fermentation of herbs

heaped together, and which manifests itself in effervescences,
is not an exception that can be opposed to me, since thi5
production of fire depends, like all the rest, from the action
tf the shock of the parts of matter one against the other.
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