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repelled with a much velocity as they had

acquired hi a contrary direction, at the mo

ñOtnent of contact; and when these molecules

are absolutely free from all cohcrcncc and only

Ohy the motion alone produced by their at

traction, this acquired velocity is immense in

the point of contact. Heat, light, and fire,

which are the greatest effects of expansive

force, will be produced every time that bodies

re either artificially or naturally divided into

very minute parts, and meet in opposite di

rections; and the heat will be so much the

more sensible, the light so much the more

bright, the fire so much the more violent, ac

cording as the molecules are precipitated one

against the other with more velocity by their

force of mutual attraction.

From the above it must be concluded, that

all matter hay become light, heat, and fire ;

and that this matter of fire and light is not a

substance different from every other, but pre-

serves all its essential qualities; and even most

of the attributes ofcommon matter, is evidently

proved by, first, light, though composed of

particles almost infinitely minute, is, never

theless, still divisible, since with the prism we

separate the rays, or different coloured atoms

oie frOm another. Secondly, light, though

in appearance endowed with a quality quite

VA. x. F opposite
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