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NATURAL IISTORY. 35

often with heat, it acts by its mass when it is
condensed, and it acts to the point of putting
in motion heavy bodies placed in the focus of
a good burning glass: it turns a needle on a
pivot placed in its focus: it displaces leaves
of gold or silver before it melts or even sensibly
heats them. This action, produced by its
mass, precedes that of heat: it operates be-
tween the condensed light and the leaves of
metal inthe same manner as it operates between
two other bodies which become contiguous,
and, consequently, have still this property in
common with all other matter. Fifthly, light
is amixture, like common matter, not only of
more gross and minute parts, more or less
heavy or moveable, but also differently shaped.
‘Whoever has observed the phenomena which’
Newton calls the access of easy reflection, and
of easy transmission of light 5 and on the ef-
fects of double refraction of rock and Iceland
chrystal, must have perceived that the atoms
of light have many sides, many difterent sur-
faces, which, according as they present thems
selves, constantly preduce different effects.
This, therefore, is sufficient to demonstrate
that light is neither particular nor different
from common matter; that its essence, and its

essential properties are the same ; and that it
differs
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