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into light by the division and expulsion of ifs
parts, when they feel a shock onc against
another, we shall find that all the elements are
convertible ; and if it have been doubted whe-
ther light, which appears to be the most simple
clement, may be converted into a solid sub-
stance, it is because we have not paid sufficient
aftention to every phenomena, and were in-
fected withthe prejudice, that being essentially
volatile it can never become fixed. But it is
plain that the fixity and volatility depend on
the same attractive force in the first case, and
become repulsive in the second ; and from
thence are we led to think that this change of
matter into light, and from light into matter,
is onc of the most frequent operations of
Nature. |
" Having shewn that impulsion depends on
attraction ; that the expansive force, like the
attractive, becomes negative; that light, heat,
and fire, are only modes of the common exist-
ing matter ; inone word, that there exists but
one sole force, and one sole matter, ever ready
toattract or repel, according to circumstances ;
let us see how, with this single spring, and
this single subject, Nature can vary her works,
ad infinitum. In a general point of view,
light, heat, and fire, only make one object, but
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