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in a particular point of view they are three
distinct objects, which, although resembling
in a great number of properties, differ never-
theless in o few others, sufficiently essential for

us to consider them as three distinct things.
Light, and elementary fire, compose, it is
said, only one and the same thing. This may
be, but as we have not yet a clear idea of
elementary fire we shall desist from pronounc-
ing on this first point. Light and fire, such as
we are acquainted with, are two distinct sub-
stances, differently composed. Fire s, in fact,
very often luminous, but it sometimes also ex-
ists without any appcarance of light. Fire,
whether luminous or obscure, never exists
without a great heat, whereas light often burns
with a noise without the least sensible heat.
Light appears to be the work of nature while
fire is only the produce of the industry of man.
Light subsists of itself, and is found diffused
in the immense space of the whole universe.
Fire cannot subsist without food, and is only
found in some parts of this space where man
preserves it, and in some parts of the profundity
of the earth, where it is also supported by
suitable food. Light when condensed and
united by the art of man, may produce fire,
but it is only as much as it lets fall on com-
bustible
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