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the matters is to retain the substance even of

fire, with which it is incorporated, and this in

eorporaüon supposcs that fire not only loses its

beat aiid elasticity, hut even all its motion,

since it fixes itself in these bodies, and becomes

a constiLueut p:urt. From whicl.i it may be

imagined that there is fire under a fixed and

concrete form n almost every body.

it, is evident, that all matters, whose weight

increases by the action of' fire, are endowed

'iL1i an attractive force superior to the ex

pansive, the fiery particles of shic1i are ani

mated ; this being cxtinguihcd the motion

ceases, and the elastic arid fngitivc particles

become fixed, and take a concrete form. 'iliiis

matters, whose weight is increased by fire, as

tin, lead, &c. are substances which, by their

affinity with fire, attract and incorporate.
All

matters, on the contrary, which, like iron,

copper, &c. become lighter in proportion as

they are calcined, are substances whose at

tractive forces, relative to the igneous parti

CieS is less than the expansive force of fire;

and hence the fire, instead of fixing in these

matters, carries off and drives away the least

adherent parts which cannot resist its impul

sion. Those which, like gold, platina, silver,

&c. neither lose nor acquire by the application

of fire, are substances which,, having no affinity
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