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08 BUFFON'S

circumstance, I think an induction may be
drawn, which would prove, and fully confirm,
that heat, although in appearance always fu-
gitive and never stable in the bodies which it
penetrates, neverthelsss deposits in a positive
manner many parts which fixes there even in
greater quantities than the aqueousand other
parts which it has driven off. But what ap-
pears very difficult to be reconciled, this same
calcareous stone, which becomes speeifically
heavier by the action of a moderate heat a
long time continued, becomes ncar a half
lighter, when submitted to a fire sufficient for
its calcination, and, at the same time, not only
loses all the hardness it had acquired by the
action of heat, but even the natural adherence
of its constituting parts.

Calcination generally reccived, is, with rc-
spect ta fixed and incombustible bodies, what
combustion is to velatile and inflammable.
Calcination, like combustion, needs the assist-
ance of air ; it operates so much the quicker,
as 1t is furnished with a greater quantity of
that element, without which the fiercest fire
cannot calcine nor inflame any thing, except
such matters as contain in themselves all the
air necessary for those purposes. This neces-
sity for the concurrence of air in calcination,
3s in combustion, indicates, that there arc more
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