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80 BUFFON’S

spring, it may render it without effect; we
may imagine, that the air drawn by our lungs
being greatly rarefied, loses its spring in
the bronchie and little vesicles, where it is
soon destroyed by the arterial and venous
blood, for these blood-vessels are separated
from the pulmonary vesicles by such thin di-
visions that the air easily passes into the
blood, where it produces the same effect as
upon common fire, because the lieat of this
biood 1s more than sufficient to destroy the
elasticity of the particles of air, and to drag
them under this new form into all the roads
of circulation. 'The firc of the animal body
differs from common firc only in more or
less; the degree of heat is less, hence there is
no flame, because the vapours, which represent
the smoke, have not heat enough to inflame;
every other effect is the same : the respiration
of a young animal absorbs as much air as the
light of a candle, for if inclosed in vessels of
equal capacities, the animal dies in the same
time as the candle extinguishes: nothing can
more cvidently demonstrate that the fire of
the animal and that of the candle are not of
the same class but of the same nature, and to
which the assistance of the air is cqually ne-
Cessary. .
Vegetables,
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