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a very great quantity of water; but it must

be remarked, as an observation of much irn

portalice, that the proportions of the mixtures

are not nearly the same in these two elements,

It may be said in general that there is much

less air in water than water in air. In consi

dering this proportion we must refer to the

volume and mass. If weestimate the quantity

of air contained in water by the -Volunic it -%6111

appear nil, since the volume is not in the least

increased. Thus it is not to the volume that

-we must relate this proportion, it is alone to

the mass, that is, to the real quanfly of mat

ter in one and the other of these two elements

that we must compare that of their mixture,

by which we shall perceive that theairis much

more aqueous than the water is aerial, perhaps

in proportion of the mass, that is, eight hun

dred and fifty times. Be this estimation either

too strong or too weak we can derive this in

dud-Jon- fr&m it, that water must change more

easily into air than air can transform into

water. The parts of air, although susceptible

of being extremely divided, appear to be

more gross than those of water, since the

latter passes through many fillies which air

cannot penetrate; since the vapows of water

are only raised to a certain height in the air ;

and, in slio;t since air sccii to imbibe water
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