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ihey receive-and lose their heat istin, lead, sil-
ver, gold, copper, and iron; so that in tin
alone it retains its place. |

The progress and duration of heat in metals
does not then follow the order of their density,
-cxcept in tin, which being the least dense, 1is
also that which soonest loses its heat ; but the
order of the five other metals demonstrates that
it is in relation to their fusibility that they all
receive and loose heat ; for iron is more diffi-
cult to’ melt than copper, copper more than
gold, gold more than silver, silver more than
lead, lead more than tin; and therefore we
-may conclude that it is only by chance if the
density and fusibility of tin befound so united
as to place it in the last rank. Ncvertheless,
it would be advancing too much to pretend
that we must aftribute all to fusibility, and no-
thing to density. Nature never deprives her-
self of one of her propertics in favour of ano-
ther in am absolute manner; that is to say, in
.a mode that the first has not any influence on
the second. Thus, density may be of some
.weight in the progress of heat ; but we may
safely aflirm, that in the six metals it has very
little comparatively with fusibility.

" This fact was neither known to chemists nor
naturalists ; they did not even imagine that
gold whichis more than twice as dense as iron,
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