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¢ Theother method wasadopted with aslittle
Judgment ; (o ex{ract it they began by minera-
Lising auriferous metals by means of sulphur,
which has no action on gold, thespecific weight
being greater than that of other metals: but to
facilitateits precipitation ironwas added,which
loaded itsclf with the superabundant sulphur,
and this method 1is still followed. - The force
of fire vilrifies one par! of the iron, the other
combines itself with a small portionofthe gold,
or even silver, which mixes with the scoria,
from whence it cannot be drawn but by strong
fusions, and being well instructed in the suit-
able intermediums which are made use of. Che-
mistry, which is now arrived to great perfec-
tion, affords, in fact, means {o exiract the
greatest part of this gold and silver : but at the
time when the Spaniards explored the mines of
Peru, they were, doubtless, ignorant of the art
of mining with the greatest profit; besides,
they hadsuch great riches at their disposal that
tliey, probably, neglected the means which
would have cost them trouble, care, and time;
there is much reason therefore to conclude that
they contented themselves with a first {usion,
and threw away the scoria as uscless, as well as
the sond which had escaped the quicksilver,and
periaps they made a mere heap of these two
mixtures, which they regarded as of no value,
“ These
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