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NATURAL HISTORY, 177

These transparent globules were very fety, and
in eight ounces of platina which I narrowly
inspected with a very strong lens, I ncyer
| perceived regular crystals. It ratherappeared
to me that all the transparent particles were
globulous, like meltédglass, and all attached. to
metallic parts ; nevertheless,as I did not inthe
least doubt the veracity of the Comte de Milly’s
observation, who observed crystallipe particles
of a regular form, apd in a great number, in
his platina, I thought I ought not to confine
~ myself solely to the examination of (hat platiné.
of which I have spolen ; and finding some in
the king’s cabinet, M. Daubenton and I ex-
amined it together : this appeared to be much
less pure than that we had before made our
cxperiments on ; and in it we remarked a
great number of small prismaticand tfansparent
crystals, some of a ruby colour, others of a
topaz, and others perfectly white, which ¢on-
vinced us of the correciness of the Comite
de Milly in his observations; but this only
proves that there are some mines of platina
much more pure thanothers, and that in those
which are the most so, nonc of these foreign
bodies are found. M. Daubenton also re-
marked some grains flat at bottom-and rough at
top, like melted metal cooled on a plain, and I
veL. X. Aa very
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