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a slight inflammation on a plank covered with
pitch at 138 feet distance, although the sun
was weak and the light pale. Great care
must be taken, when we approach the spot
where the combustible maitters are, not to
look an the mirror ; for if, unfortunately, the
eyes should meet the focus, ineviiable blind=
ness will ensue. '

The 4th of April, at eleven in the morning;
although the sunappeared watery, and the sky
cloudy, yet it produced, wilth 154 glasses, so
considerable a heatat 1568 feet, that in less than
iwo minutes it made a deal plank smoke,
‘and which would certainly have flamed, if the
sun hiad not suddenly disappeared.

The ensuing day, the 5th of April, at three
o’clock in the afternoon, we set fire, in a minute
and a half,at 150 feet distance, to a plank sule
phured and mixed with coals,with 154 glasses.
‘When the sun is powerful, only a few seconds
is required to produce inflammation.

The 10th of April in the afternoon, the sun
being bright, we set fire to a fir plank at 150
feet distance, with only 128 glasses : the in-
flammation was very sudden, and made in all
the extent of the focus, which was about six-
teen inches diameter at this distance.

The same day, at half past two o’clock, we

threw the fire on another plank, partly pitched
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