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which might be extended to 36 degrees. At
this degree we should have an augmentation of
heat, thirty-six times greater than that of the
first, eighteen times greater than that of the
second, twelve times greater than that of the
third, nine times greater than that of. the
fourtl, and soon; this augmentation of thirty-
six of heat above that of ice would be suflicient
to melt lead ; and there is every appearance
{o think that mercury, which volatilizes by a
much less heat, would by its vapour break the
theimometer.  We cannot therefore, at mosf,
extend the division farther than twelve, and
perhaps not farther than nine degrees, if mer-
cury be used for these thermowmeters, and by
these means we shall have only nine degrees of
the augmentation of heat. 'I'his is one of the
reasons which induced Newton to make use of
linseed oil instead of quicksiiver; and, in fuct,
by making use of this liquor, we can extend
the division not only to twelve degrees, but as
far as to make this oil boil. 1 do not pro-
pose spirits of wine, because that liquor de-
composes in a very short time, and cannot be
used for experiments of a strong heat.*

When

* Many travellers have told and written to me, that Reau-
mur’s thermonieters of spirit of wine, became quite useless
to them, because this liquid lost its cclour,and became
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enarged with a sort of mud in a very short tin.



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


