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233 BUFFON’S

be rendered as dense as glass, it would then be
thie same as i there were only one glass to pass
through; and it appears to me that infinitely
more advantage would result from making
use of these telescopes filled with water, than
from the common telescopes with smoked
glasses.

Whether that would or would not be the
fact, this howeveris certain, that to observe the
sun, a telgscopz quitedifferent is required from
those that we make use of for the different
planets ; and it is also certain, that a particular
telescope is necessary for cach planet, propor-
tionate to their inlensity of light, that is, tothe
real quantity of light with which they appear
to be enlightened. In all telescopes the ob-
jectives are required as large, and the ocular
class as strong, as possible, and, at the same
time, the distance of the focus proportioned to
the intensity of the light of cach planct. To
do this with the greatest advantage, it is requi-
site 10 usc only an objective glass so much the
larger, and a focus so much the shorter, accord-
ing to the light of the planet. Why has there
not hitherto been made objective glusses of 243
feet diameter 2 Theaberration of therays, occa-
sioncd by the sphericity of the glasses, is the
solg eause of the confusion, which is as the

g square



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


