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NATURAL IISTORY. 259

hardened all the day towards the north, while

-1t may be worked upon towards the south;
Morcover when a strong frost succeeds in the
night, it is evident, that it must be much colder
in the part where it is already formed, than in
thatwhere the earth is warmed by the sun ; this
is also the rcason why, even in hot countries,
we find snow in the northern exposition, on
the back of lofty mountains: besides, the li-
quor of the thermometer is always lower at
the northern exposition, than in that of the
south ; therefore, it is incountestible, that it is
colder there, and freezes stronger.

It is therefore certain, that all the accidents
which depend solely on the power of the frost,
will be found more frequently at the northern
exposition than elsewhere. But yet it is not al-
ways the great power of the frost which injures
trees, for there are particular accidents, which
cause a moderate frost to do them more preju~
dice than the much sharper, when they happen
in favourable circumstances. Of this we have
already given an example in speaking of that
part of dead wood incladed in the good, which
is produced by the hoar frost, andis found
most frequently in the expositions to the south :
and it is also to be observed, that great part of
the disorders produced in the winter of 1709,
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