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being ; in proportion as he obtains instruction,
he is forced to abate his pretensions; he finds
himselflessencd in proportion as the universe
mcreases in his ideas, and it becomes demon-
strable to him, that theearth, which forms all
his domain, and on which unfortunately he
cannot subsist without trouble and sorrow, is as
small with respect to the universe, as heis with
respect to the Creator. In short, from study
and application, he finds that there does not
remain a possible doubt, that this earth, large
and extensive as 1t may seem to him, is but a
modeiate sized planct, a small mass of matter,
which, with others, has a regular course round-
the sun : for as it appears our globe i1s at the
distance of atleast 33 millions of leagues, and
the planct Saturn at SIS millions, the natura!
conclusion is, that the extent of the sun’s em-
pire is a sphere, whose diameter is 627 millions
of leagues, and that the earth, relative to this
space, is not more than a grain of sand to the
volume of the globe.

However, the planet Saturn, although the
furthest from the sun, is not by any means near
the confines of his empire: his limits extend
m-ch further, since comets pass over spaces
beyond that distance, as may be estimated by
the time of their revolutions : a comet which
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