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like that of the year 1680 revolves round the

sun in 575 years must be 15 times moreremote

from him than Saturn ; for the great axis of

its orbit is 138 times greater than the distance

from the earth to the sun. Hence we must still

augment the extent of the solar power 15 times

the distance from the sun to Saturn, so that all

the space in which the planets are included is

only a small province of his domain, whose

bounds should be placed at least 1:8 times his

distance from the earth.

What immensity ofspace ! What quantity of

matter! For independently ofthe planets, there

is a probability of the existence of 400 or 500

comets, perhaps larger than the earth, which

run over the different regions of this vast

sphere of which the terrestrial globe only

con-stitutinga part, a unity on 191, 201, 612, 985,

6 14) 212) 000) a quantity represented by num.

bers, which imagination cannot attain or coma

prebend.

Nevertheless, this enormous extent, this vast

sphere, is yet only a very srl)allspaCe in the im

tncnsity ofthe heavens; each fixed star is a sun,

a center of a sphere equally as extensive; and

as we reckon more than 2000 of these fixed

stars perceived by the naked eye, and as with

telescopes w can discover so much the greater

number as theseinsirurnenis aremore powerful;
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