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NATURAL HISTORY. 287
It might be imagined that comets pass from
one system to the other, and that if they hap-
pened to approach the confines ofthe two em-
pires they weuald be attracted by the prepon-
derating power, and forced to obey the laws
of a new master. Eat, by the immensity of
space which is beyond the aphclion of our co-
mets, it appears that the Sovereign Ruler has
- separated cach system by immense desaris, a
thousand and a iliousand times larger than all
the extent of krown spaces. These desarts,
which numbers cannot futhom the depth of,
are external and invincible barriers, that ail
the powersof created nature cannot surmount.
To form a cominunication from one system to
the other, and for the subjects of one to pass
tato the other, it would be requisite that the
cenfre was not immoveable, for the sun, the
hiead of the system, changing place, would
draw with it 1a its course all the bodies which
depend thereon, and hence might approach
and invade anuther demesne.  1fits rout wevs
directed towards a weaker star, it would con
mence by carrying off the subjects of its most
distant provinces, afierwafds those more infe-
riov, aid would oblige them all to increase iis
‘@ain by revolving round it ; and its neighbour
thus deprived of itssubjects, nolonger having
planets ner comefs, would lose both its light
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