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pressure isa penetrating power, which not only

rubs the external surface but all the internal

parts ofthe riass: the rapidity of their motion.

is so great that the friction acquires a force al

most infinite, and consequently sets the whole

mass of the axis in a state of incandescence, of

light, ofheat, and of lire, which hence has no

need of aliment to be supported, and which,

in spite of the deperdition each (lay made by

the emission of light, may remain for ever

withoutany sensible alteration, other suns

ren-deringas much light to ours as it sends to them,

and no part of the smallest atom of fire, or any

other matter, being lost in a system where all is

attracted.

If from this sketch of the great table of the

heavens, and in which I have only attempted to

represent to myselfthe proportion ofthe spaces,

and that of the motion of bodies which travel

over them; iffrom this point of view, to which

J only raised myself to see how greatly nature

must be multiplied in the different regions of

the universe, we descend to that proportion of

space which we are better acquainted with,

and in which the sun exercises its power, we

shall discover, that although it governs all

bodies therein, it, nevertheless, has not the
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