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that the time of prolongation would be five
{imes longer, that 1s 35} yenrs ; so that the
more we endeavour to increase the heat which
comes 1o us from the sun relative to that which
cmanates from the carth, the more we shall ex-
tend the duration of nature, and date the an-
tiguity of the earth furtherback; for by sup-
posing the heat of the sun was eqgual to the in-
nate of the elobe, we shonld find that the ime
of prolongation would be 8204 years, which
conscequently givesthe earth a greater antiquity
of 58 or 39600 years.

If we cast our eye ont the table which M. de
Mairan has calculated with great exactness,
and in which he gives the proportion of the
heat which comes to us from the sun, to that
which emanates from the earth in all climates,
we shall discovera well attested fact, which is,
that iz all climates where observations have
been made, the summers are equal, whereas
ihe winters are prodigiously unequal ; this
learned naturalist, attributesthis constant equa-
lity of the intensity of heat in suinmer in all
climates to the reciprocal compensation of the
solar heat, and from the heat of the emana-~
tions of the ceniral fire.

All nataralists who have cmployed them-

sclyes
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