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that we may estimate this heat of the sun 49

times less than the heat which emanates from

the earth.

From the year 1701 to 1756 inclusive, a

variety of observations were made with ther

niometers, and the following were the results.

The greatest degree of heat, and of cold, which

was experienced at Paris in each year was col

lected; a total of these was made, and it was

found that the mean estimate, in all the

ther-mometers,reduced to Rheaumur's division,

was 1026, for the greatest heat in summer, that

is 26 degrees above the freezing point; and

that the mean degree ofcold in winter, during

those 56 years, was 994, or 6 degrees below

the freezing point of water, whence we con

chided that the greatest heat in our summers

at Paris differs from the greatest cold of our

winters only , since 994 : 106 : : 31: 3;32

and it was on this foundation that we stated

the latter to be the relation of the greatest heat

to the greatest cold. But it may be objected

againct the precision of this valuation, the de

fect of the construction of the thermometer,

and Rheaumur's division (to which we have

here reduced the scale of all the rest); and

this defect is extending only 1000 degrees be"

low that of ice, as if 1000 degrees wereiii fact,

that of absolute cold, whereas absolute cold

doe
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