http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm
NATURAL HISTORY. 319

slight, for it has been observed that it is ncarly
as cold on the top of volcanos as on the top of
other mountains of the same height, except at
the very time when the volcano throws out in-
flamed vapours or burning matters.

The second cause, which seems not to have
been thought of, is the motion of the moon
round the earth. This secondary planct per-
forms its evolution round the earth in 27 days
and one third, and being £5,325 leagues dis-
tance, it goes over a circumfcerenceot 536,329
leagues in this space of time, which makes a
motion of 817 leagues i1 an hour, or from I3
to 14 leagues in a minute. Although this rout
is, perhaps, the slowest of all the ceiestial bo-
dies, yet it is rapid enough to produce on the
earth, which serves for theaxis or pivot to this
motion, a considerable heat by the friction
which results from the weight and velocity of
this planet. But it is not possible to estimate
ithe quantity of heat produced by this exterior
cause, because hitherto we have had nothing
which might serve us fora termof comparison.
But if we ever ean discover the number, mag-
nitude, and velocity, of all the planets which
circulate round the sun, we shall then be able
to judge of the quantity of heat which the
moon can give to the earth, by the much
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