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to enier Siberia, and consfanily advance {oan
ascent.” ¢ There are many places in Siberia,
says M. Gmelin, which arc not less clevated
above the rest of the carth, nor less remote
from its centre, than are many high moun-
tains in many other regions.”  These plains of
Siberiay appear, in fact, to beas high as the
summif of the Riphean mountains, on which
the ice and snow do not whoily melf daring
summer ; and if the same effect do not hap-
pen in the plains of Siberia, it is because they
are less detached, for 1his local circumstance
also adds much tothe duration and to the in-
tensity of cold and heat. A vast plain once
made ot will retain ifs heat longer than a de-
iached mountain, though both arve alike elc-
vated ; and for the same reason the mountain
once cooled will refain iis snow or ice lon-
ocr than the plaia.

But if we compare the excess of heat with
that of cold produced by these particular and
local caunses, we shall be surprized to find, that
in Senegal, &c. wiere the heat is greatest, it ne-
ver exceeds seven degrees beyond the summer
heat in other countrics, which is 26 degrees
ahove the freezing point, while on the contra-
Ty, the colds of Siberia sometimes reach 60 or
70 degrees below it, and that at Petersburgh,
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