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NATURAL HISTORY. 23

Upsal, &c. under the same latitude as Siberia,
the greatest cold is not more thanto 25 or 26
degrees below the freezing point; therefore,
we must conclude, that theselocal causes have
much more influence in cold thanin hot cli-
mates.  Although we cannot pretend to deter-
mine what this great difference tn the excess
of cold and Ireat may produce,yet by reflecting
on it, it appears that we may easily conceive
the reason of this difference. The augmenta-
tion of the heat in such a climate as Senegal
can only proceed from the action of the air,
the nature of the soil, and the depression of
the ground; forthis country being almost on a
level with thesea, it is 1n a great measure co-
vered with scorching sands, over which an
easterly wind continually blows ; this, instead
of refreshing the air, only renders it more burn-
ing, because it traverses over more than 2000
Jeagues of land in its way, and consequently
acquires a considerable degree of heat. But
in such countries as Siberia, where the plains
arc clevated like the summits of mountains
above the level of the rest of the earth, this
sole difterence of elevation must produce an ef-
fect pro portionally greater than the depression
of the ground of Sencgal, which cannot be

supposed more than that of the level of the
sCa 3
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