. e e

http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

350 BUFFON’S

small portion of the heavens which we term
our Universe. 'T'hese planets, with their sa-
tellites, moving with amazing celerity in the
same direction, and almost in the same planc,
composc a wheel of an immense diameler,
whose axis supports the whole weight, and
which by the rapidity of itsown rotation must
inflame and diffuse heat and light throughout
the whole circumference.  As long as this re-
gular motion continues (and which will be
etcrnal, unless the Divine Mover cxert the
same force to destroy as He thought necessary to
create themn) the sun wil burn and Hlumtinate
all the spheres of this universe with his splen-
dor; and as, in a system where the whole of
the bodies mutuatly attract each other, nothing
can be lost or removed without being return-
ed, the quantity of matter must always remain
the same; this great source of light and life
can never be extinguished or exhausted, for
other suns, which also continually daxt fortle
their fires, constantly restore to our sun as
much light as they take from him. Comets
arc more numerous than planets, and like
them depend on the pawer of the sun ; they
also press on the common focus, and by aug-
menting the weight increase the inflammation.
They may also be said to form a part of our

| universe,
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