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sun, that afier having cooled for ages they ree

celve an inconceivable degree of heat. IFrom

experiencing these alternate extremes of heat

and cold, they are subject to singunlar vicissi-

tudes, as well as from the inequalities of their

motions, which at some times are most incon-

ceivably rapid, and at others so amazingly
slow as to be scarcly perceptible. In compari-
son with the planets the comets may be consi-
dered as worlds in disorder, for to them the
orbits of the planets are regular, their move-
men(s equal, their temperaturc always the
same; theyappear to be places of rest, where,
every thing being permanent, Nature, has the
power of establishing a uniform plan of opera-
tion, and successively to mafurc her various
productions. Among the planets the Earth,
which we inhabit, secms to possess peculiar ad-
vantages; from being less distant from the sun
than Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars, it does not ex-
perience that excess of cold; nor is it so
scorched as Venus and Mercury, which appear
to revolve in an orbit too near the body of that
luminary. Besides, what a peculiar magnifi-
cence from Nature doces the earth enjoy? A
pure light, gradually extending from east to
west, alternately gilds both hemispheres of this
globe; which is also surrounded with a pure

transparent
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