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NATURAL HISTORY. 993

transparent clement. By a mild and fertile
heat all the germs of existence are animated and
unfolded, and they arenourished and silpported
by a plentiful supply of excellent waters. Con-
siderable eminences dispersed over the surface
of the land, not only check, but collect the
moist vapours which float in the air, and give
risc to perpetual fountains. Immense cavi-
ties evidently formed for the reception of those
waters, scparate islands and continents. The
sea in exfent is equal to that of the land: nor
1s this a cold and barren clement, but a new
empire, no less rich and no less furnished with
inhabitants. By the finger of the Almighty
the limits of the waters are marked out. If
the sea encroach on the western shores, it re-
treats from those of the cast. This great
mass of water, though inactive of itself, is agi-
tated, and put in motion by the influence of
the celestial bodics, whence arise its regular
and constant flux and reflux ; it rises and falls
with the course of the meon, and is always at
the highest when the acticn of the sun and
moon concurs ; it is {rom these causes uniting
at the time of the equinoxcs, that the tides are
then higher than at any other time; and this
is certainly the strougest mark of the connec-

tion of this globe with the heavens. Thesc_
geneial



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


