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veneral and constant motions are the cause of
many variable and particular circumstances ;
it is by those that the removals of earth are
occasioned, which falling in the form of sedi-
ment, produce mountains at the bottom of the
sea, similar to those which are on the surface
of the land ; they also give rise to currents,
which following the direction of these chains
of mountains, bestow on them a figure, whose
angles correspond, and maintain a course in
the midst of the waves as waters run upon
land ; they may in fact, be considered as sca-
rivers.

The Air being lighter and more fluid than
water, is subject to the influence of a greater
number of powers. It is constantly agitated
by the cffects of the sun and moon, by the
immediate action of the sea, and by the rare-
faction and condensation of heat and cold. The
winds are, as i may be said, its currents ; they
force and collect the clouds, they give rise {o
metcors, and transport the moist vapours of
the ocean to the surfaces of islands and conti-
nents ; from them proceed storms, and they
diffuse and distribute the fertile dews and rains
over the land § they interfere with the regular
motions of the sea, agitate the waters, some-
times stop, and at others precipitate the cur-

rents,
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